
BIOL 298 Honors – Matters of Life and Death
2014 Course Syllabus
Course Instructor:


Office hours:


TA:
Dr. Dana Huebert Lima


Monday 12:00-1:30

Mohna Bandyopadhyay
Office: LSB - 4234


Tuesday   4:30-6:00

LSB 4224
Phone: 293-3645


Friday 
     2:30-4:00

293-4042
djhuebertlima@mail.wvu.edu





mbandyop@mix.wvu.edu

Class sessions: Wednesdays OR Fridays, 12:30-1:20pm. 


  Please come only to the section for which you are registered.
Required Materials: 
There is no assigned textbook for this class. Readings and assignments will be posted each week to our e-campus page.  You will need your Biology 219 textbook – Becker’s World of the Cell – for some readings. 

Prerequisites

Required:  This course can only be taken by Honors students concurrently enrolled in Biology 219.
Communication
Email communication is preferred.  Please check your WVU affiliated email (ie: your MIX email) at least once per day to receive important class information. 

Importantly, the materials for this class, including assignments and papers for review exist only ONLINE.  Be sure to log-in to our e-campus course website regularly for updates and daily activities. 

Course Description and Learning Objectives
Learning Objectives:  In this class you will: 
· Understand the ways in which cells and organisms can die.
· Discuss the ways in which different societies respond to death and its impact on survivors.
· Prepare materials that could be beneficial in the event of your own death, including a eulogy, a last will and testament and an advanced care directive.

· Evaluate and synthesize the primary literature with regard to a particular disease or toxin and the way(s) it can lead to organismal death.
· Integrate the study of death and dying into the content discussed in Biology 219.
This informal seminar course gives honors students the opportunity to explore the inevitable antithesis of life - death.  Throughout the semester, knowledge gained in Biology 219 will be applied and expanded to give students a more comprehensive view of the various cellular and molecular pathways that are required for life, whose destruction can lead to organismal death.  We will also discuss the natural cellular death pathways and the impact of poisons on cellular machinery.  During the second half of the semester, we will take a more philosophical turn, discussing the response to death and the ways to prepare for death. Our class time will be spent mostly in discussion, with some lectures interspersed. Written and presentation requirements are outlined below.  
Note:  Students in Biology 298b must also take Biology 219.  As an honors add-on you will receive 1 credit for this course, but for taking Biology 219 concurrent with this course, you will receive a total of 4 hours of honors credit.
Attendance

Because of the discussion-based nature of this class, students MUST attend and participate in all discussion sessions.  Participation points will be granted during each discussion session.  Arriving more than 10 minutes late to class will drop your participation grade by 1 point for that day.  Each subsequent 10 minutes will drop your score by an additional point. 

Course Format

Daily discussions:  
The course will be predominantly a group discussion. Our discussions will be inspired by weekly readings, including book chapters, newspaper articles, blogs, etc. Sometimes, you will be required to find readings or literature online to complement our discussion. Three students will facilitate discussion some weeks. Discussants should read the readings thoroughly and be prepared to guide students through discussion questions.  
Journal:  
In addition to the readings assigned each week, you will be given a prompt to consider and will write a 1-2 page journal response.  These questions may require you to predict cellular outcomes under certain scenarios or consider your own feelings on death and dying.
Molecular Biology Lecture: 
Some weeks it will be necessary to fill in details on the techniques or data discussed in the readings.  In these cases, I will prepare a lecture to prompt our discussion.
Primary Literature Questions:  
Some weeks you will answer a series of questions associated with the reading for that week.  These questions may address how to interpret data, why certain controls were included and the advantages/disadvantages of the methods used.
Case Study:

Early in the semester, you will choose a topic to explore in depth. You will complete individual research on the topic and compile a case study for your chosen topic including the molecular pathway, epidemiological information and the molecular basis of treatments. More information about this will be handed out in class.  
Social Justice

The West Virginia University community is committed to creating and fostering a positive learning and working environment based on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing any type of accommodation in order to participate in this class, please advise me and make appropriate arrangements with the Office

of Accessibility Services (293-6700). For more information on West Virginia University's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives, please see 

http://diversity.wvu.edu.

Class Civility

Every student is entitled to full participation in class without interruption.  Therefore, all students are expected to be in class and prepared to begin on time. All sound-generating devices, e.g. cell phones, must be turned off when you enter the classroom. Disruption of class, whether by latecomers, noisy devices or inconsiderate behavior, will not be tolerated.  Respect for individual differences and alternative viewpoints will be maintained at all times.  

Academic Integrity 
Scholarly activity is marked by honesty, fairness, and rigor.  A scholar does not take credit for the work of others, does not take unfair advantage of others, does not perform acts that frustrate the scholarly efforts of others.  The violation of any of these principles is academic dishonesty.  Academic Dishonesty includes giving, taking, or presenting information or material by a student with the intent of unethically or fraudulently aiding oneself or another person on ay work which is to be considered in the determination of a grade or the completion of academic requirements.  Academic Dishonesty will be handled through the office of the Dean of Students.

Assessment:

Grades will be assigned based on the following criteria:


Journal

        
(12 x 5 points each) 
60
(~30%) 

Lit. Questions

(6 x 5 points each) 
30
(~15%)

Class discussion       
(12 x 4 points each) 
48
(~24%)

Case Study

(1 x 50 points each)
50
 (~25%)

Leading discussion   
(1 x 12 points each)
12_____
(~5%)







200 points total

Rubrics will be provided on e-campus for each area. 
Plagiarism is totally unacceptable in any form.  Please acquaint yourself with what constitutes plagiarism and ask if you have any questions.  Discovery of plagiarism will result in penalties up to and including an automatic F in the course.

Course Grade

Grades will be assigned by the total number of points accumulated during the semester as shown below.   No allowances (ie: extra credit) will be made and no individual assignment will be waived. 
Letter grades will be assigned to point totals by the following guidelines


Grade

Percent of Total Points

A range


90-100


B range


80-89.5


C range



70-79.5


D range


60-69.5


F



below 60

Final percentages and + and - grades may vary at the discretion of the course instructor.  Grade cutoffs may be lowered under some circumstances but grade cutoffs will not be raised.
Course Outline
	Week
	Topic
	Date
	Readings
	Journal Question
	Notes

	1
	Introduction + What is life?
	8/20 OR 8/22
	
	
	http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs310/en/

	2
	Death by old age? 
	8/27 OR 8/29
	Nufield_Ch2  NYT 2014
	Write a goodbye letter. 
	Online vote for student choice topics

	3
	Apoptosis / Autophagy
	9/3   OR 9/5
	WOC  p. 591-594, Raff_1998
	Explain neurodegeneration in the context of apoptosis 
	Choose your case study project

	4
	Student Choice
	9/10 OR 9/12
	TBD
	Depends on choice
	

	5
	Student Choice
	9/17 OR 9/19
	TBD
	Depends on choice
	

	6
	Student Choice
	9/24 OR 9/26
	TBD
	Depends on choice
	

	7
	Student Choice
	10/1 OR 10/3
	TBD
	Depends on choice
	

	8
	Forensic Analysis
	10/8 OR 10/10
	Butcher_Ch10, Gill_2004 
	How does TV get it wrong? 
	Critically watch an episode of any crime drama.

	9
	Pathology and Autopsy
	10/15 OR 10/17
	ForensicPathology Ch 1-3, Roach Ch 5
	Why do we care how someone died? 
	Possible guest lecture

	10
	Mortuary Science 
	10/22 OR 10/24
	Roach, Ch 3&11, Schneidman Ch 7&8
	How would you want to ‘say goodbye’?
	Possible guest lecture

	11
	Legal cases
	10/29 OR 10/31
	TBD


	Who has the right to kill someone? 
	

	12
	Advanced Care Directives
	11/5  OR 11/7
	NYT article  + WV rights 
	Do you want heroic measures? 
	In class – write your ACD

	13
	Funeral Customs 
	11/12 OR 11/14
	Mitford, Ch 2, 3 & 10
	When you die, what do you want them to say about you?
	Calculate the cost of your own funeral

	14
	Wills
	11/19  OR 11/21
	TBD
	Imagine yourself at 33 – who will inherit your property? 
	

	15
	“Appropriate Death”
	12/3  OR  12/5
	Schneidman Ch 2&VII
	What do you still need to do before you die?
	Case Studies due


