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Text:  Essential Calculus by James Stewart

Grading:  Four hour exams (100 points each), class-work (quizzes, take-home quizzes, homework) 100 points, final exam 200 points.  So 700 points total.  I do not use the 90-80-70-60 grading scale, nor do I grade on a curve.  The grading scale will be set according to difficulty. Perhaps 90% will be an A on one test, perhaps 80% on another.  If one quiz is bad, I will not count it at all.  If one hour exam is bad, and if you show on the final exam that you understand that material, then I will not count it as much (though I will not disregard it).
Attendance:  I will not take attendance, but I expect you to miss class very rarely.  If you miss a quiz you will receive a grade of zero unless you notify me before class that you are going to miss it (email is the best way to notify me).  If you miss an hour exam you will receive a grade of zero unless you get my permission before class that you are going to miss it (you may call me at home for this purpose).  Acceptable excuses are school trips, being very sick, and family emergencies.

Homework:  I will collect homework only from time to time, and I will tell you when it is assigned if I will collect it.  It is almost impossible to learn mathematics without doing many homework problems.  You are far more likely to learn something in class, and to enjoy class, if you have done the previous assignment, or at least made a real effort to do the problems.

Class routine:  I will generally roughly follow the text, but not exactly.  You should read the book, which is exceptionally well-written, to complement what goes on in class, preferably in advance.  Most of the time I will just think out loud in class.  I will ask lots of questions, some rhetorical, some really to get an answer – you will learn which is which.  Whether or not you answer the question out loud, you will learn more, and have more fun, if you really think about it.  That’s what mathematics is all about.  

Responsibility for learning:  I will do my best  to help you learn, but you are steering the ship.  It is up to you to decide what you understand thoroughly, what you understand partially, and what you do not understand at all.  The purpose of the problems at the end of a section is to help you to think about and learn that material.  Finishing the problems does not necessarily mean that you understand that section.  When you have finished the problems, that is a good time to look back over the section and to think about whether you understand the main concepts.  
What makes this an honors course:  We will spend less time in class than in a non-honors section on mastering routine techniques.  I will expect you to be diligent in doing the homework, so that you can develop these techniques to some extent on your own.  We will spend more time on the underlying fundamental concepts of calculus.  
Office hours:  I will schedule some office hours.  I will generally be around the building during those hours, but if you want to come see me the best thing to do is to send me an email or see me after class to set up an appointment.  Most students who have come to my office hours in previous courses report that it was definitely worthwhile to do so.
